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Newsletter #215: 


What’s New at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Hello everyone! 

I just looked back at when I sent my last newsletter at the end of April. It’s been a whole 
month! As I like to say, the newsletter is only really worthwhile when there is 
something to say. Otherwise, I’d like to spare you all excessive emails. As spring is 
rolling into summer the number of live auctions should ease. There are some important 
Swiss sales that will happen within the next few weeks and an important event 
happening in Madrid, Spain. I’1l give you the specifics below. 


Leu Numismatik 15 (1 June 2024) 

My apologies to everyone that I am mentioning the Leu sale at this late hour. It is worth 
mentioning though for those of you that might read this today and get up early enough 
to take part. In the past, Leu has had unusually large floor sales with hundreds of lots. I 
think over time this was recognized as not being the most efficient way to sell 
collections. Therefore, the “budget conscious” material has been more aptly placed in 
electronic sales that can run into a 4-5 day schedule. The floor sale that will occur 
tomorrow afternoon in Zurich will be a manageable 350 lots. Almost 50% of the sale are 
Greek coins. Roman provincial make up the next largest portion at about a quarter of 
the coins. This is not anamed sale but rather several consignments. Some nice 
pedigrees can be found throughout the sale. For those interested in bidding please keep 
in mind that there is no bidding during the sale on the Leu website. I always tend to 
forget that their live sales have only phone bidding (no extra fees) or through Biddr (2% 
fee). For those that are concerned about the increasing buyer’s premiums, you will want 
to make accommodations. I won’t go to much into the sale since the auction is upon us 
and many of you will be unlikely to catch my newsletter before. The sale has some lovely 
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Please get in touch with me if you want to bid on anything as I will be available for live 
bidding. 


Goldberg 140 (3-5 June 2024) 

The Goldberg sale doesn’t have much in the way of ancient coins. Truth be told, my 
favorite coin, lot 1529, was withdrawn. It looked a little “off” and so when it was taken 
down about a week ago I wasn’t entirely shocked. That said, there are a few common but 
good types that are available in the sale. 


Likely the most important of the Goldberg sale is the second part of the Peh Collection. 
The first part was exciting with some very nice pieces. This sale isn’t as impressive but 
there are a few coins that deserve consideration. Lot 1007, is a very rare gold pound with 
only 20 or so in existence from Australia. Lot(s) 1054-1056 aren’t super costly but they 
are beautiful pieces from Burma. The Peh collection has some nice gold and silver 
coinage from Britain and China for the most part along with several other countries. 
The sale ends with a nice portion of world paper money. 


Nomos 32/33 (8/9 June 2024) 

I received a large box of catalogs from Nomos just this week. The two sales are both 
named auctions. Auction 32 is a collection of 332 ancient games coins from the 
collection of Major Anthony F. Milavic, USMC (retired). The second portion of the 
catalog is a mix of high quality Greek and Roman coins presumably from various 
consignors. For those of you unfamiliar with this niche area of coin collecting, I highly 
recommend looking through the wonderful introduction from the Nomos team. Briefly, 
the 332 coins show various aspects of games from the wreaths the winners sought, 
some of the primary events like wrestling or equestrian to the krater or show tables. The 
introduction informs us that while the Olympic games was likely the most known of all 
the games, there were also three others that were celebrated within the Greek world. 
The catalog will be a nice edition to your libraries as it does a good job of laying out why 
the imagery was significant for the games. There are detailed headings that further 
elucidate the meaning behind the coins. Most collectors are familiar with coinage of 
Tarentum and the famous tale of the boy and the dolphin. That said, lot 75, shows a 
horseman racing with a torch which clearly signals a sporting event. Some coins are 
very easy to interpret, like lots 91-125 which show two wrestlers in various states of a 
competition. Lot 118 is a fantastic image of one wrestler lifting his opponent. Lot 132 is 
part of the “boxing” section and is a fantastic bronze from Umbria which shows the 
hand of a boxer. He wears a cestus, a band or tie, that was used specifically for boxing. 


Sporting events in ancient Greek times were different from those we hold today. 
Religion and the gods held a special part of the event. Making a sacrifice (lot 139) or 
worshiping at a temple (lots 157-166) were also important elements. Wreaths are often 
reflected on coinage and their association with games is strong. The wearing of a wreath 
signified a successful competitor. 


The second part of the catalog deserves mention for the lovely coins it has but in my 
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AUCLIOIT 35 IS diHOLer MdlMed CONCCLION. TIMIS TIIMTe OF JOMAtildll rt. Ndpdil dil Tis 
collection of ancient Greek coins. If the name sounds familiar you only have to go to the 
introduction to see that Jonathan’s better half, Ute Wartenberg Kagan, writes a second 
introduction to the collection. Jonathan and Alan Walker of Nomos, previously of Bank 
Leu, have a long and established relationship starting when Jonathan was a student at 
the American School of Classical Studies in Athens for a summer. Alan writes mainly of 
his relationship with JHK, while Ute gives more in-depth details about the collection 
and insight that many would possibly not be aware. I’ve also bought a coin or two for 
JHK in auctions over the years and what Ute writes hits the nail on the head. Jonathan is 
a true scholar. The coins I purchased on his behalf never were the prettiest or the best 
struck. They were, however often, enigmatic or rare in some way. That isn’t to say that 
Jonathan doesn’t appreciate the asthetic appeal of coinage. Looking through the catalog 
you will certainly see more than enough examples that are beautiful works of art. One of 
my oft used references is his article in collaboration with Troxell on Cilician fractions in 
the Kraay-Morkholm Essays. Nomos has made a hard cover catalog making this sale 
one that you can stick on your shelf along with the previous catalog. As Ute says in her 
forward, she has searched for pedigrees along the way but many still may be out there 
to be found. 


I will have viewing done for this sale and will offer representation services if anyone is 
interested. Please get in touch soon. 


Kolbe & Fanning Auction 170 (15 June 2024) 

K&F will hold their 170th auction with 508 lots. As many of you know, I pride myself on 
my ever expanding numismatic literature and catalog libraries. I even have a fancy 
name now to go along with those libraries, the S&S Library. All joking aside, 
numismatic books are an integral part of collecting. Those that endeavor to begin this 
wonderful journey can only go so far without the aid of a good library. I’m thankful for 
my friends David and Maria Fanning and their ability to bring us some pretty amazing 
sales. Anyone dealing in books has to be passionate. There is no way around it. The 
sheer weight of lugging books is enough to make you search for a great massage 
therapist. 


This sale has another round of material from the Wayne Homren library. Wayne, is 
another bibliophile, who is the editor of the Esylum, He’s the one that sends you that 
long list of numismatic news every Sunday night. He features a lot of news on upcoming 
available books as well which is always helpful. 


Some lots of interest: Lot 4 which is a complete set of Ars Classica sales starting in 1922 
until their last sale in 1934. Even better, it was in the library of E.S.G Robinson, a well 
known numismatist. Lot 86 is a lovely bound set of the Jameson collection. Lot 98 is a 
fully annotated catalog from the Voirol sale of 1968 from the auction house Spink. With 
lot 143 there are four lots of numerous bound volumes from the RBW collection of 
offprints. How often have you photocopied just one article from a book and thought, 
"now where am I going to put this if I want to read it again?" The late Rick Witschonke 
took that task to heart and bound books with important articles. A great idea! For those 
interested in the “dark” side of numismatics, lot 324 contains the original records of a 
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SUdIps (ITU TILE postage SUdIIpSs?). THe COMCCLIOILWdS SUL DUL LITE MITIPOLtdlit DOXES 
remained and are now being offered for sale. This is from Wayne Homren’s collection. 
Finally, lot 345, is the card catalog once owned by Louis E. Eliasberg. It contains records 
of his acquisition of world coins, U.S. coins and paper money. For those younger 
collectors, the whole idea of a card catalog is foreign. It was a laborious task to keep 
track of everything. Thank goodness for computers! 


I'll be participating in this sale so get in touch if you need assistance. 


Madrid Spain: “Evento Numismatico Internacional Madrid 2024” (27-30 June 2024) 
Iam very excited to be attending the very first international coin fair, auction, and 
numismatic symposium in Madrid Spain at the end of June. While I was asked to take a 
table, I opted to walk the show this year. This should be a very exciting event. For those 
wanting to learn more about the event go here: https://eventonumismatico.es/en/. This 
event is a wonderful collaboration between two firms, Jess Vico, SA and Daniel Frank 
Sedwick, LLC. I’m hopeful that the event will be successful and continued moving 
forward. There will be a coin fair with many well respected coin firms, an official 
auction by Jesus Vico, special events at the Prado museum and in the beautiful 
Jeronimos Cloister. 


I plan to attend the Vico sale. The catalog should be going live in the next day so please get in 
touch if you need representation help. 


Coin of the week 


SICILY, Katane. c. 405-403/2 BC 

AR Didrachm, 4.20g (19mm, 9h). Dies in the style of engraver Prokles. Charioteer 
holding kentron and reins, driving quadriga r.; above, Nike flying, crowning charioteer 
with wreath / Head of river-god Amenanos 1.,; crayfish and two dolphins around, 
AMENANOY. 


Pedigree: This coin published in 0.D. Hoover, The Handbook of Greek Coins, Vol. 2 - 
Coins of Sicily. Ex NAC 116, 1 October 2019, lot 44 (A highly important collection of 
Greek coins of a man in love with art). Ex CNG, Triton XIV, 4 January 2011, lot 23. 


References: SNG Man. 384 (same dies); SNG ANS - cf. 1263 for drachm by different 
engraver; HGC 2, 582 (this coin) corr. (incorrectly copied from 581). 

Grade: Fine style with a full strike on both faces. An nice example of the type. Very little 
wear on either face. EF+ / EF+ 


Price: $49,500 
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Buy Coin 


Struck some 70 years after Catana was first conquered by Hieron of Syracuse in 476 BC, 
and around the same time Dionysius I of Syracuse sacked the city, it is no wonder that 
the city began to take on influences of its nearby southern neighbor. Especially since 
According to the Greek poet Pindar and historian Diodorus Siculus, both conquests were 
followed by significant efforts at repopulating Catana with Leontini and Campanian 
subjects of Syracuse. Despite this, the coin is an exquisite representation of Catana’s 
numismatic artistry. Using the typical, albeit beautiful, Syracusan imagery of a racing 
quadriga surmounted by a winged victory, Catana maintained a veneer of independence 
by depicting the charioteer as female. On the reverse the figure is not the Nymph 
Arethusa, as with the more famous Syracuse coinage, but the local river god Amenanos. 
Unlike how Achelous is usually depicted as a human headed bull, here Amenanos is 
actually only identifiable due to the god’s very diminutive horns. 

While the signed issues of Euainetos, Herakleidas and Choirion are more common, this 
unsigned issue of Prokles is quite rare and desirable. While Prokles signed a number of 
tetradrachm dies, his drachmai are identifiable only through their style. Setting his 
coins apart, Prokles used a subtle double exergue line and horses' legs on the obverse as 
well as Amenanos' hair. It was only a few short years after this coin was struck that 
Carthage conquered the region and replaced the coinage with their own types. 
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If you are interested in any other coins I have to offer please visit my website: 
shannaschmidt.com 


Until next week! 
Shanna 


Copyright © 2023 Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc., All rights reserved. 
www.shannaschmidt.com 
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